under the windows, and the everlasting pea climbing the
oorch.   Over the door was a stone with these letters,
F                                     D
D H-M
A.D.
1608.
The A. was in the Saxon character. The rest of the gar-
den lay behind the house, partly on the slope of the hill. It
had a hedge of gooseberry-bushes, a few apple-trees, pot-
herbs in abundance, onions, cabbages, turnips and carrots;
potatoes had hardly yet found their way into these remote
parts: and in a sheltered spot under the crag, open to the
south, were six bee-hives which made the family perfectly in-
dependent of West India produce. Tea was in those days as
little known as potatoes, and for all other things honey sup-
plied the place of sugar.
The house consisted of seven rooms, the dairy and cellar
included, which were both upon the ground floor. As you
entered the kitchen there was on the right one of those open
chimneys which afford more comfort in a winter's evening
than the finest register stove; in front of the chimney stood a
wooden bee-hive chair, and on each side was a long oak seat
with a back to it, the seats serving as chests in which the
oaten bread was kept. They were of the darkest brown, and
well polished by constant use. On the back of each were the
same initials as those over the door, with the date 1610.
The great oak table, and the chest in the best kitchen which
held the house-linen, bore the same date. The chimney
was well hung with bacon, the rack which covered half the
ceiling bore equal marks of plenty; mutton hams were sus-
pended from other parts of the ceiling; and there was an
odour of cheese from the adjoining dairy, which the turf
fire, though perpetual as that of the Magi, or of the Vestal
Virgins, did not overpower. A few pewter dishes were
ranged above the trenchers, opposite the door, on a conspic-
uous shelf. The other treasures of the family were in an
open triangular cupboard, fixed in one of the corners of the
best kitchen, half way from the floor, and touching the
ceiling. They consisted of a silver saucepan, a silver goblet,
and four apostle spoons. Here also King Charles's Golden